
Grade 5 ELA – Unit Calendar/Curriculum Pacing Guide 

ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 
Wonder  
 (Week 3 - Week 5) 
 
Journey's Unit 1  
 (Week 6 - Week 13) 
 
Narrative Writing Unit  
 (Week 14 - Week 16) 
 
Number the Stars  
 (Week 17 - Week 20) 
 
Journey's Unit 2  
 (Week 21 - Week 26) 
 
Short and Extended Response to Comprehension  
 (Week 27 - Week 29) 
 
Esperanza  
 (Week 30 - Week 33) 
 
Journey's Unit 3  
 (Week 34 - Week 40) 
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ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 
Wonder  
 (Week 3 - Week 5) 
 
NYS: CCLS: ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects PreK-5 
NYS: 5th Grade 
 
Reading: Literature 
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 
2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond 
to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a 
section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, 
or poem. 
6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 
 
Writing 
Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. 
1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information. 
1b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are supported by facts and details. 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
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ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 
Speaking and Listening 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
1b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and carry out assigned roles. 
1c. Pose and respond to specific questions by making comments that contribute to the discussion and elaborate on the remarks 
of others. 
 
Language 
Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 
writing. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
2e. Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting references as needed. 
 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using context clues, 
analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 
4c. Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation and 
determine or clarify the precise meaning of key words and phrases. 

New York State P-12 Learning Standards (New York State Education Department, used with permission) 
 
 
 
Journey's Unit 1  
 (Week 6 - Week 13) 
 
NYS: CCLS: ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects PreK-5 
NYS: 5th Grade 
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ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 
 
Reading: Literature 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 
2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond 
to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a 
section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 
5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, 
or poem. 
6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 

New York State P-12 Learning Standards (New York State Education Department, used with permission) 
 
Narrative Writing Unit  
 (Week 14 - Week 16) 
 
NYS: CCLS: ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects PreK-5 
NYS: 5th Grade 
 
Writing 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, 
and well-structured event sequences. 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear 
event sequences. 
3b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the 
responses of characters to situations. 
3e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

New York State P-12 Learning Standards (New York State Education Department, used with permission) 
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ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 
Number the Stars  
 (Week 17 - Week 20) 
 
NYS: CCLS: ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects PreK-5 
NYS: 5th Grade 
 
Reading: Literature 
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 
2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond 
to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
(e.g., how characters interact). 

New York State P-12 Learning Standards (New York State Education Department, used with permission) 
 
Journey's Unit 2  
 (Week 21 - Week 26) 
 
NYS: CCLS: ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects PreK-5 
NYS: 5th Grade 
 
Reading: Informational Text 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 
2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the text. 
3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
3. Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, 
or technical text based on specific information in the text. 
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ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 
 
Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words and phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or 
subject area. 

New York State P-12 Learning Standards (New York State Education Department, used with permission) 
 
Short and Extended Response to Comprehension  
 (Week 27 - Week 29) 
 
NYS: CCLS: ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects PreK-5 
NYS: 5th Grade 
 
Writing 
Text Types and Purposes 
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant 
and sufficient evidence. 
1a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an opinion, and create an organizational structure in which ideas are logically grouped 
to support the writer’s purpose. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately 
through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

New York State P-12 Learning Standards (New York State Education Department, used with permission) 
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ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 
Esperanza  
 (Week 30 - Week 33) 
 
NYS: CCLS: ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects PreK-5 
NYS: 5th Grade 
 
Reading: Literature 
Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual 
evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 
1. Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
 
Craft and Structure 
4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative 
meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative language such as metaphors and 
similes. 
 
Writing 
Production and Distribution of Writing 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on 
grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
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ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 

New York State P-12 Learning Standards (New York State Education Department, used with permission) 
 
Journey's Unit 3  
 (Week 34 - Week 40) 
 
NYS: CCLS: ELA & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, & Technical Subjects PreK-5 
NYS: 5th Grade 
 
Reading: Literature 
2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details 
and ideas. 
2. Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond 
to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text. 
6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 
9. Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the 
approaches the authors take. 
9. Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar 
themes and topics. 

New York State P-12 Learning Standards (New York State Education Department, used with permission)  
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ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 
Wonder  
 (Week 3 - Week 5) 
 
 
Journey's Unit 1  
 (Week 6 - Week 13) 
 
I can find the main idea of the text and find details to support my answers. 

I can compare excerpts from a text relate to each other and fit into the whole. 

I can describe how the authors point of view changes how the events in a story are described. 

  

 
Narrative Writing Unit  
 (Week 14 - Week 16) 
 
 
Number the Stars  
 (Week 17 - Week 20) 
 
 
Journey's Unit 2  
 (Week 21 - Week 26) 
 
I can determine the main idea or theme of a text. 

I can compare characters, events, and ideas in a given text. 

I can use context clues to interpret meaning of new vocabulary. 

 
Short and Extended Response to Comprehension  
 (Week 27 - Week 29) 
 
I can clearly introduce a topic in my writing. 

I can use organize my thoughts to clearly convey a message. 

 
Esperanza  
 (Week 30 - Week 33) 
 
What are human rights? 
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What lessons can we learn about human rights through literature and life? 

I can pull information from the text to support my inference. 

I can cite textual evidence to support my understanding. 

I can compare and contrast information from the beginning of a novel to the end of a novel. 

I can use context clues to understand metaphorical language. 

 
Journey's Unit 3  
 (Week 34 - Week 40) 
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ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 
 
Wonder  
 (Week 3 - Week 5) 
 
Character Education, 

Classroom Community, 

Reading Comprehension, 

Short Response Writing, 

Utilizing book as a tool, 

Citing evidence 

Author's purpose 

Opinion writing 

 
Journey's Unit 1  
 (Week 6 - Week 13) 
 
ELA 

 
Narrative Writing Unit  
 (Week 14 - Week 16) 
 
 
Number the Stars  
 (Week 17 - Week 20) 
 
Reading Comprehension, 

Short Response Writing, 

Utilizing book as a tool, 

Citing evidence 

 
Journey's Unit 2  
 (Week 21 - Week 26) 
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ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 
-Informational Text 

-Expository Writing 

-Grammar/vocabulary skills 

 
Short and Extended Response to Comprehension  
 (Week 27 - Week 29) 
 
Writing 

 
Esperanza  
 (Week 30 - Week 33) 
 
ELA and Social Studies 

 
Journey's Unit 3  
 (Week 34 - Week 40) 
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ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 
Wonder  
 (Week 3 - Week 5) 
 
Students will use evidence and details from the text to answer and analyze short 
responses questions. 

Students will use evidence and details from the text to answer and analyze extended 
response opinion questions. 

Students will identify the theme of the text. 

 
Journey's Unit 1  
 (Week 6 - Week 13) 
 
 
Narrative Writing Unit  
 (Week 14 - Week 16) 
 
 
Number the Stars  
 (Week 17 - Week 20) 
 
Students will use evidence and details from the text to answer and analyze short 
responses questions at the end of each chapter. 

Students will be able to use a plot diagram at the end of the book to identify the exposition, 
rising action, climax, falling action and resolution of the novel. 

Students will identify the theme of the text. 

 
Journey's Unit 2  
 (Week 21 - Week 26) 
 
 
Short and Extended Response to Comprehension  
 (Week 27 - Week 29) 
 
Students will be able to respond to text-based questions using evidence to support their 
answer. 
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ELA-Grade 5 (Guaranteed & Viable)  
2018-2019 
Collaboration 
 
 
 
Esperanza  
 (Week 30 - Week 33) 
 
Students will be able to identify human rights, as represented through literature and life. 
They will analyze the challenges Esperanza faces and how she responds; citing textual 
evidence. Focusing on academic vocabulary and metaphorical language. Students will 
also write an essay examining how Esperanza changes over time. Students can analyze 
Esperanza's growth by comparing earlier events to later events in the novel. 

 
Journey's Unit 3  
 (Week 34 - Week 40)  
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